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Journal Impact Journal Impact FactorFactor (JIF)(JIF)

• „… einer Fachzeitschrift soll messen, wie oft andere Zeitschriften einen 
Artikel aus ihr in Relation zur Gesamtzahl der dort veröffentlichten Artikel 
zitieren. Je höher der Impact Factor, desto angesehener ist eine 
Fachzeitschrift. Dies wirkt sich auch auf die akademische Beurteilung von 
Wissenschaftlern aus: Wer in Zeitschriften mit höherem Impact Factor
publiziert, hat größere Karrierechancen.“
Quelle: Wikepedia

• Is calculated based on a three-year period, and can be considered to be the 
average number of times published papers are cited up to two years after 
publication. For example, the impact factor 2009 for a journal would be 
calculated as follows:

• A = the number of times articles published in 2008-9 were cited in indexed 
journals during 2010

• B = the number of articles, reviews, proceedings or notes published in 2008-
9

• impact factor 2010 = A/B
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WhatWhat isis publishablepublishable??

• Scientists publish to share with the research community 
findings that advance our knowledge

– To publish new, original results or methods

– To publish a review of the field or a particular topic

Source: Ling Bian: Workshop on How to Write Good Journal Papers
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• Wanted
– Originality
– Significant advances in 

field
– Appropriate methods, case 

studies and conclusions
– Readability
– Studies that meet ethical 

standards

• Not wanted
– Duplications 
– Reports of no scientific 

interest
– Work out of date
– Inappropriate/incomplete  

methods or conclusions
– Studies with insufficient 

data

Source: Ling Bian: Workshop on How to Write Good Journal Papers
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Peer reviewPeer review

• “Peer review is to science what democracy is to politics. It’s 
not the most efficient mechanism, but it’s the least 
corruptible.” Peter Lachmann, 2002 
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Peer review IIPeer review II

• an unbiased, independent and critical assessment of scholarly 
work.

• It is the critical assessment of manuscripts submitted to 
journals by experts who are not part of the editorial staff.

• Peer review can therefore be viewed as an important 
extension of the scientific process.

• Peer review assists the editor in making editorial decisions 
and through the editorial communications with the author 
may also assist the author in improving the paper.

• A peer reviewed journal is one that submits most of its 
published research articles for outside review.

• The number and kind of manuscripts sent for review, the 
number of reviewers, the reviewing procedures, and the use 
made of the reviewers' opinions may vary.
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Peer review and ethicsPeer review and ethics

• In the interests of transparency, each journal should publicly 
disclose its policies in its instructions to authors.

• Reviewers are bound by ethical standards to be objective, 
maintain confidentiality, review promptly.

• Most importantly, privileged information or ideas obtained 
through peer review must be kept confidential and not used 
for personal advantage.
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ReviewReview ProcessProcess
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• Authors submit manuscripts on-line 
• Editors invite reviewers
• Reviewers provide comments and made publication 

recommendations 
• Editors make decisions 

– Accept
– Minor Revision
– Major Revision
– Reject
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ReviewingReviewing processprocess isis IT IT supportedsupported
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ReviewingReviewing

• Checking for significance, presentation, evidence, reasoning, 
theory, literature, …
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ReviewerReviewer areare givinggiving commentscomments
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Autoren geben FeedbackAutoren geben Feedback


